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ON THE CELTIC RACES OF GEEAT AND LESSEE BEITAIK 

BY THE REV. JOHN FRANCIS SHEARMAN. 

(Continued from Vol. V., p. 630.) 

TRADE AND COMMERCE OF PRIMEVAL BRITAIN; ROMAN 

INVASION AND CONQUEST; INCURSIONS OF THE PICTS, 

SCOTS, AND SAXONS ; SCOTTISH SETTLEMENTS ON THE 

SOUTH-WESTERN SEABOARD; SAXONS, JUTES, FRISONS, 
AND ANGLES INVADE THE NORTH-EASTERN COASTS ; 
DECLINE OF THE ROMAN POWER; WITHDRAWAL OF 

THE LEGIONS ; UPRISE OF BRITO-CELTIC DYNASTIES ; 
GULETICS OR IMPERATORES; VORTIGHERN AND THE 

SAXONS ; ST. GERMANUS AND THE PELAGIANS ; EARLY 

BRITISH CHURCH ; SAINTS AND ECCLESIASTICS, ETC., 
ETC. J KINGS OF BRITAIN, TO THE NINTH CENTURY. 

The British Isles were known to the ancients chiefly by 
means of the voyages made by Phoenician and Carthage 
nian traders to the islands and harbours of the southern 
shores of Albion, for the purpose of obtaining tin, lead, 
and other native products, in exchange for merchandize 

from the emporia of the civilization and commerce of 

the ancient world. Whatever knowledge they may have 

acquired was jealously kept secret for the purpose of 

securing to themselves a lucrative monopoly, and it was 

only allowed to transpire that there lay in the distant 
northern seas the Tin Islands, mentioned by Herodotus 

(Cassiterides), reached by long and perilous voyages, 
situated amid the storm-swept ocean, and buried in per 

petual mist and fog. The Greek merchants of Massilia 
at a later period obtained a more explicit knowledge of 
the British Isles, through the tin traffic, carried over the 
Ictian Sea to Gaul, and transported over land to Massilia, 
a journey of thirty days' duration, to be shipped to the 
countries adjoining the Mediterranean. 

Pytheas, a celebrated navigator of Massilia in the time 
of Alexander the Great, made frequent voyages to the 
northern ocean, and in one of these he is said to have 

circumnavigated Britain. Orpheus, in his poem on the 

Argonautic Expedition, writing at a period referred to 
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the sixth century before Christ, mentions these remote 
islands as the Iernian Isles, a name which will be re 

cognized in that of the smaller island Ierne, or Erin, 
an inflected form of the native name Eriu. To the 

Romans, however, we are 
chiefly indebted for a more 

detailed acquaintance with the history of Britain. In 
the century preceding the Christian Era, Julius Caesar 

made two expeditions to the island, and in the autumn 

of a. c. 55, he crossed over from the Portus Ictius (Whit 
sand), between Calais and Boulogne, to the port of Duyr 
or Dover, named Dubris by the Romans. Finding the 
hills over the landing-place occupied by armed natives, 
he proceeded northwards to the Downs, and made an 

attempt to get ashore near the South Foreland. Here, 

too, he was met by the Britons, whose courage and 

valour on this occasion have been often described. The 

standard-bearer leaped boldly into the waves, and the 

dispirited troops, stimulated by his example, forced 
back the opposing Britons, and a landing was then 

effected, August 26th, a. u. c. 699, a. c. 55, Caesar, b. g. 

iv., 21-23. On the fourth day 
a storm arose, after the 

landing of the Roman legions, which dispersed their fleet, 
and the Britons, who had obtained a truce, taking advan 

tage of this disaster, again unsuccessfully attacked the 

invaders. A hasty peace was concluded, as Caesar, 
alarmed by the dangers of transit across the stormy 
strait in the autumnal gales, feared to protract his stay, 

he therefore hastily withdrew his troops to winter in 

Gaul. 

In the spring of the following year, a. c. 56, he began 
his fifth campaign by the second invasion of Britain. 

Leaving Gaul with a force of five legions and two thou 
sand cavalry, numbering thirty thousand of the best 

disciplined troops, and under the bravest commanders, 
Caesar landed at Deal or its neighbourhood. Terrified at 
the advent of so great a force, the Britons abandoned 
the coast and fled to the inland forests. The Roman 
fleet lay at anchor, under the care of Quintus Atrius, with 
the cohorts and three hundred cavalry for its protection. 
Caesar advanced about twelve miles inland, to the north 
of Dorovernum, or 

Canterbury, where he came up to 
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the British forces on the banks of the river Stour. He 
found all the roads on his line of march blocked by 
trees felled for that purpose. The camp was carried by 
an assault, made by the seventh legion, and next morning, 
as Caesar was about to pursue the flying Britons, he re 

ceived intelligence that during the night a storm had 
driven the ships ashore. Going to the scene of this 
disaster he found that nearly all the ships?of which forty 

were lost?were hopelessly damaged. His men set them 

selves to repair the injuries, and orders were sent to Labi 

enus, his lieutenant in Gaul, to build another fleet with 
all possible dispatch. During the succeeding ten days and 

nights the troops occupied themselves in erecting earth 

works on the shore about Deal, Sandown, and Walmer, 
the remains of which still exist. Within these enclosures 
the vessels were hauled, and a naval camp was formed for 

their protection. Having thus secured the fleet, Caesar 
returned to the scene of the former conflict; while on 
the march the natives made frequent sallies from the 

woods on the advanced guard, and in one of these en 

gagements Quintus Laberius Durus was slain. By the 

opportune arrival of some fresh troops the Britons had 
to retire, and next day Caius Trebonius, the subsequent 

conspirator against Caesar, with a foraging column utterly 
routed them with great carnage. At this time there 

were four reguli in Kent; one of these, Cingetorix, in 

cited by Cassivelanus, king of the country north of the 

Thames, for the purpose of diverting the intended in 
vasion of his territories, made an attack on the naval 

camp, in which he failed and was made a prisoner. Caesar, 

however, was not to be diverted from his purpose; he 

marched his victorious legions to the south bank of the 

Tamesis, or Thames, to a ford situated about eighty 
Roman miles from the sea, which is identified with 

Cowy Stakes,1 at the confluence of the river Wey with the 

1 " 
Cowey stakes." Nennius calls these 

stakes 
" 

Sudes ferreas et semen bellico 

sum," and Julius Caesar, "De Bello Gal." 
v. 18, describes the situation," Ripa autem 
erat acutis sudibus praefixis munita, ejus 
dem que generis sub aqua defixse sudes 
flumine tegebuntur." The V. Bede says 

that, in his time, traces of these stakes 
were to be seen in the river. It is stated 
that they actually have been found in our 

own times in the bed of the river near the 

place described in the text: a specimen is 

preserved in the British Museum. This 
method of defence was known to tho 
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Thames, near Oatland, in Surrey. Here he was opposed 

by the native forces under Cassivelanus?whose British 
name was Caswallawn ap Beli?king of the Dobuni and 

Cassii, the people of: Gloster and Oxfordshire. To impede 
the crossing of the troops and cavalry, pointed stakes 

were driven into the bed of the river, and concealed 

by the overflowing waters of the ford; by this unseen 

contrivance, according to the Welsh Bruts, the Romans 

received a partial check. Cassivelanus, however, was 

subsequently defeated with a great slaughter of his 

troops, and according to these native records a tribute 
was imposed by the victor, and the south-eastern part of 

the island was partially conquered. After these hard-won 

victories, Caesar returned to Gaul without taking perma 
nent possession of the island, and the vanquished tribes, 
on his disappearance, assumed their former indepen 
dence. 

For a 
period of ninety-seven years from this date no 

further attempts were made by the Romans to recover the 
fruits of their conquests, until the reign of the Emperor 
Claudius, a. d. 41-54. In the second year of his reign 
he went to Britain, whence he departed after a short 

time, leaving the conduct of the war to Aulus Plautilius, 
the first Roman governor of Britain, a. d. 43-47. 

During the civil wars the Romans were too much 

engaged at home to think of foreign conquest. On three 
occasions the Emperor Augustus announced his inten 
tion of restoring Britain to the empire, but submissive 

embassies, dispatched from the native reguli, on one occa 
sion averted their subjugation ; on other occasions more 

important affairs intervened, and a tax levied on the trade 
between Britain and Gaul was the only result of these 

warlike intentions. Cunobelinus, on account of family 

ancient Irish as Grain Catha, spikes set 
under water; Sil Catha goirt i. e. battle 
seeds of the field, a kind of chevaux de 

fris placed in passes, and the former in 
the fords of rivers: v. note i. v. Nenius, 
p. 12. At Walton-on-Thames, nume 
rous Roman remains have been found 
from time to time. On St. George's Hill, 
in its vicinity, are the remains of a Roman 
encampment called Caesar's Camp. The 

holms or straths along the Thames and 
its tributaries in this locality bear Saxon 

names, as 
Moulsey, the Oe, or island of 

the river Moul, Chertsey, and Cowey, the 
Cow Island or holm, which may be 
Saxon or Danish equivalents for older 
British names, which are nearly effaced 
in this part of Britain. See Dr. Gueste 
' * on the Campaign of Aulus Plautius in 

Britain," a. d. 43, vol. ii., p. 382. 
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disputes, banished his son Adminius from Britain. He 
went to the Emperor Caligula and surrendered to him the 

kingdom of Britain, as if it had been his own patrimony. 
Caligula, in consequence, made a foolish display of con 

quering the island on the sands at Boulogne, and returned 
in empty triumph to Rome. This vain pageantry was, 

however, soon succeeded by 
a real invasion. Beric, a 

British regulus, expelled from his native land by reason 
of domestic feuds, went on a similar purpose to the 

Emperor Claudius and induced him to undertake the 

conquest of Britain. The Roman fleet, transporting 
four legions and their German auxiliaries, attempted to 

land at Rutupiae, Rydypi, or Richborough, in the Isle of 

Thanet; they were repulsed by a British leader Gwey 
rydd, and not able to effect a landing, they sailed out 
and landed probably at Portchester or Caer Peris, in 
Portsmouth harbour, where Gweyrydd again ineffec 

tually opposed them. He was defeated by Claudius, 
who marched inland across the Thames, through the 
Trinobantes as far as Camelodunum, or Colchester, where 

he received the homage of the conquered natives. 

The emperor returned to Rome, consigning to Plau 

tius the north side of the Thames, and to Vespasian the 

territory on its southern banks extending to the sea. 

Under such circumstances it is more likely that after 

these victories Vespasian sailed to Vectis, the Isle of 

Wight, to begin his conquest in the south-west of Britain. 

The exact date of this campaign has not been ascer 

tained. Roman history says that, in returning from 

Germany to Britain under Claudius, a. d. 43, he fought 

thirty battles, subdued two of the most powerful nations, 
and captured twenty cities, with the Isle of Wight. It 
took some time to effect these enterprizes; and it is 

likely that they were not accomplished until a. d. 57. 

Having got possession of Wight, Vespasian landed his 
forces in the estuary of the rivers Stour and Avon, in 

Christ Church Harbour, opposite to the extreme west 

ward headland of Wight. This place of debarkation was 
the ancient and far-famed port of the Lloegrian Britons, 
named by them Draeth Talnas, y Draeth Totnes, or 

y Borth Totnais, &c. It was here that Brutus was fabled 
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to have landed, and in historic times Constantin, or 

Cystennyn Vendigaid, arrived here with his Armorican 
forces to fight the Picts, Saxons and Scots; and later 
his sons Emrys and Uthyr landed with their troops to 

oppose Vortighern. The Saxons, driven from Lincoln 
shire by Arthur, sailed around the coast, and disembark 

ing at Totness ravaged the country as far as the Severn. 

From this port Vespasian advanced with his veterans 

along the valley of the Stour into the territories of some 

powerful tribes whom he subdued. 
" 

The river skirts 

the western edge of the impassible wilderness and morass 

which afterwards became the nucleus of the New Forest; 
and the valley of this river, or perhaps the chain of hill 

forts that flank it, lead shortly and directly up to the 

great city pointed out by the British narrative as the 

principal object of Vespasian's incursion." The string 
of fortresses that stretch from the sea to the Caer, 

Hengisbury, Badbury, Hoothill, and Hambledon, may 
be possibly accounted among the 

" 
Super viginta op 

pida 
" of the Roman biographer of Vespasian. At the 

source of the Stour, near the junction of Wiltshire, Dor 

set and Somerset, lay the great British city called by 
the geographer of Ravenna, Alauna Silva and Caer 

Pensauelcoit by the British Nenius, now Penselwood1 in 

Wiltshire. Vespasian, after having captured this city 
by seige, concluded a peace with Gweyrydd, binding 
him to perpetual fealty to the Romans. After which, 
in the spring of a. d. 47, he departed for Rome. 

Plautius, who remained in Britain till a. d. 49, ex 

tended the Roman province westwards to the Severn, 
and northwards to a river called by Tacitus Antona, 

1 The identification of Caer Pensaul 

coit, one of the British cities in the list 
of Nenius, with Pensellwood at Stourhead, 
has been made by Mr. Thomas Kerslake 
of Bristol. His most interesting and 
learned tract, "A Primaeval British Me 

tropolis," published in 1877, is a speci 
men of his singular erudition and historic 
discrimination. A second tract on the 
same subject, 

" 
AReassertion," embraces 

all that could be said on a subject of such 
interest as " A Long-lost Unromanized 

British Metropolis'' and has supplied much 

material for this notice of the campaign 
of Vespasian in the south-west of Britain, 
the history of which cannot be properly 
understood unless read with the new 

light which Mr. Kerslake throws over it. 
Draeth Talnas, or Toynus, has been 
hitherto wrongly identified with Totnes 
in Devonshire, and Caer Pensaulcoit with 

Exeter, places remotely westwards from 
the basis of operations, with other erro 
neous topography, have been totally ex 

ploded by Mr. Kerslake, a Master of 
ancient British topography. 
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supposed to be the Trent. Ostorius Scapula, the suc 
cessor of Plautius, a. d. 50, having stamped out the 

rebellion of the Iceni and Brigantes, turned his vic 
torious arms against the Ordovices and Silurians: their 

king Carawg or Caractacus,1 was 
finally overcome at Caer 

Caradawg, an ancient British city built on an eminence 

at the confluence of the rivers Colne and Teme, in the 

present Shropshire. This fortress still retains, with its 
ancient name, the remains of buildings and fortifications. 

After a warlike display of bravery on the part of the 

beleaguered, the hill was scaled and the Britons put to 
the sword, and the wife and daughters of Caractacus 

fell into the hands of the Romans. Caractacus himself, 
who had taken refuge with his stepmother Cartismandua 

(Aregvedd Voeddawg), was betrayed to the enemy, 
and sent in chains with his wife, children and brothers, 
to the Capitol, where he who had bravely opposed the 

Romans for nine years was graciously received by 

1 There is much discrepancy and haziness 

regarding the descent of Caractacus. He 
is identified with Caradawg ap Bran, ap 

Lyr, who was, according to the pedigree 
of Conan Meriadawg, father of Eudaf, 
father of Conan : this puts him far in 
advance of the period of Caractacus. That 
he was son of Cynvelyn or Cunobelinus 
is much more probable, and by some said 
to be identical with Gwerydd, who in the 

Welsh Chronicle of Kings appears to oc 

cupy the period, and to fulfil the position 
and circumstances otherwise attributed 
to Caractacus. Gwerydd is erroneously 
identified with Arviragus by Geoffrey of 

Monmouth: he lived at a later period. It 
is probable that a system of aliases was 
then in fashion, as it certainly was among 
the British Armoricans at a subsequent 
period. This may, perhaps, account for 
such discrepancies. Cogidunus and Togi 
dumnus, names of a son of Cunobelinus, 

mentioned by Tacitus, 
" 

Vita Agricolae" 
xiv., being, when he wrote, the faithful ally 
of the Romans, having being restored by 
them to his paternal estates. This is one 
of the reasons on account of which he is 
identified with Caractacus, and apparently 

with some reason Gwerydd is more likely 
the same as Gwydyr, a son of Cunobelin, 

who is said by British authorities to have 
been slain a. d. 47, at Caer Peiris by a 

Roman soldier, Hamon, who entered the 
British lines for that purpose. If this 
identification of Gwydr with Gwerydd be 
correct he is disposed of, and leaves Coge 
duminus, perhaps, an alias for Caractacus. 
Roman writers must have found it diffi 
cult to get correct versions of these, to 
them barbaric names. In our own times 
the names of savage potentates reach us 
under forms which the owners would 

scarcely recognise. Caractacus was father 
of Cyllyn Sant, absurdly identified with 
St. Linus the Pope. Coel Hen or the 

Senior, "Old King Cole," was son of 

Cyllyn ; his grandson Lleirwg, or Lucius, 
a. d. 171-192, is said to have been the first 
Christian king of Britain; he was, how 

ever, only a petty king of a district west 
of the Severn; he died issueless. There 
is a great deal of exaggeration connected 

with the history of King Lucius. ' * Bran ap 
Llyrr" is identified with Bran Vendigaid, 
who died late in the 5th century; Hid, or 

Iltutus, who died 560 ; Mawon, or Mago 
nius Patricius, who died 461; and Cyndaf, 
are all transferred from a later age, and 

made companions of Arwystli Hen, ab 

surdly identified with a disciple of SS. 
Peter and Paul, Aristobulus, who is fabled 
to have been a bishop in Britain, a. d. 

99, and to have been buried in Glaston 

bury ! 
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Claudius, who after some time restored him to liberty, 
and gave him a dependent authority over his former 
dominions west of the Severn. Ostorius died soon after 
this campaign, and Aulus Didius was sent to Britain 
as his successor. The marriage of Cartismandua with 

Venusius, a Brigantian, led to fresh disputes with the 

Romans, which ended with the annexation of the Brigan 
tian territories to the Roman province. Under Suetonius 

Paulinus the island of Mona or 
Anglesey was invaded, 

and later on 
finally subjugated by Agricola, a. d. 79, who 

persevered for the following seven years in extending the 
Roman conquests beyond the Friths of Forth and Tay, 
to the country at the Grampian Mountains. His death, 
in the year 86, terminated these campaigns in northern 

Britain, and unfortunately, perhaps, frustrated his inten 

tion of subj ugating the island of Hibernia, for already a 
traitorous malcontent, the son of an Irish regulus, had 

found refuge in his court, and had well-nigh persuaded 
him that he could conquer the island with only one legion. 

Before the accession of Hadrian the northern countries 

subjugated by Agricola regained their independence, and 
were separated from the Roman province on their 

southern frontier by the erection, a. d. 120, of a fortified 

wall, extending from Wallsend on the Tyne on the east 

coast, to Bowness on the Solway Frith on the west, a 

distance of seventy-three and a-half English miles. In 

the year 138 the Brigantes revolted and devastated the 
regions south of Hadrian's Wall; in the following year 
Lollius Urbicus subdued them, and extended the Roman 

province far into the territory of the Damnonii (Da 
naans). He constructed an earthen rampart between the 
Friths of Forth and Clyde, which remained the boundary 
of the Roman province during their occupation of Bri 
tain. This northern barrier extended from Bridgeness, 
near Carriden on the Frith of Forth, to Chapel Hill, near 

West Kilpatrick on the Clyde, a distance of twenty-seven 
English miles.1 This rampart protected the southern 

1 The wall across the isthmus had been 
built or restored on six different occasions. 
The first by Agricola, from the Frith of 
Forth to the Clyde ; then by Hadrian, and 

restored again by Septimius Severus in a 
more permanent way: again by Diocle 
tian ; by Theodosius, and lastly by Hono 
rius aud Valerian. 
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provinces during the Roman occupation of Britain. The 
first intelligence of the accession of an emperor was 

marked by some disturbances among the northern tribes. 

One of these attempts was quelled in a. d. 162 by 
a 

Roman general sent to Britain for this purpose, viz., 

Calphurnius Agricola, a remarkable name, as it occurs 

later on, borne by 
an ancestor of Succat Patricius Mac 

Calphurn of Alclyde. 
a. d. 182 Marcellus Ulpius repelled another eruption 

of the northern tribes, but they again revolted a. d. 201. 

In a. d. 208 the Emperor Severus made a military ex 

pedition to Britain, and, having defeated the Caledonii, 
he reconstructed the original wall between the Friths of 
Forth and Clyde. After remaining two years in Britain 
he died at York (Eboracum), February 4th, 211, in the 

sixty-fifth year of his age, the eighteenth of his reign. 
Passing over the easily accessible history of the Roman 

occupation of Britain, and the narrative of the usurpers 

Carausius, Maximus Clemens, and Constantinus, under 

whom the Roman rule in Britain was doomed to decay, 
Gerontius (Geraint), a British general in the army of 
the usurper, to avenge a slight received from Constan 

tine, withdrew from his allegiance the Attacotts enlisted 
in the legions in Spain, and induced the Gauls and 

Armoricans to revolt; he also invited the barbarians 

beyond the Rhine to invade the continental empire, 
but the main attack was made on Britain by the Picts, 

Scots, and Saxons. No attempt was made to rescue 

that province from their grasp: soon after it ceased to 

be a part of the empire, and in the year a. d. 410 the 

Roman dominion terminated in the island of Britain. 

So far may be traced, from Brito-Celtic sources, the 

history of Great Britain from the first Roman invasion 
to the arrival of the elder Theodosius, a. d. 364, and 

thence to the termination of the Roman dominion in 
410. It has been well ascertained that during the 
continuance of the Roman government in the island the 

representatives of the ancient British nobility retained 
to some extent their former position subordinate to 

that of the conquerors. Such has usually been in other 

countries subjected to Roman conquest the wise policy 
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of the victors: 
" 

Thorpe's Lappenberg," I., pp. 18, 56. 

Had the nobility been utterly extirpated, their history 
and genealogies, legendary 

as 
they are, would not have 

survived?they would rather have perished with the 
extinction of their fosterers. Passages in Nennius, and 
the reference in Gildas to " the public and private 
kings," favour this opinion. According to the history 
of Gildas and the narratives of St. Jerome, Britain was 

the fruitful mother of tyrants, and it is remarkable that 
most of the usurpers of imperial power are found to 
trace their origin or connexions with the old Celto 
British families. When the pressure of Roman influence 
was withdrawn, with their protecting legions, various 

representatives of the ancient noble families are found 

copying after a limited fashion the authority and titles 
of their former governors. 

After the withdrawal of the legions in a. d. 409, Gulo 
tics, or leaders,1 sprung up in the chief towns. Their 

authority was of short duration, owing to rival interest 
and domestic dissensions. Amid the terror inspired by 
the Picts, Scots, and Saxons, who had already passed 
over the unprotected barriers of the Roman provinces, 

they nevertheless found leisure to devote themselves 
to theological disputes and heterodox teachings con 

cerning divine grace and original sin. This heresy was 

diffused among the Britons by Agricola, son of Seve 
rianus, a 

Pelagian bishop in Gaul: it owes its name at 
least to a British monk, Morgan or Pelagius, propagated 

by him and his Hibernian associate Coelestius, both be 

ing once connected with the College of Caerworgorm, 
established by the elder Theodosius in South Wales, 
now Llaniltutmaur, from its restorer St. Iltutus. How 

1 The names of some gulotics, or pro 
vincial governors, have been preserved. 
The first of these appears to have been 
Owain Vinddu, i. e. of the black lips, 
son of Clemens Maximus: he was slain 
a. d. 408, by an opponent, Eurnach 

Gawr, who himself died from the wound 
inflicted by Owain. The Lay of the Graves 
states that he was buried in Nanwynwen, 
in the forest of Faraon. Gurthmael Deo 
rath and Amlawdd are also styled gulotics, 
but very little is known of their history. 

The latter ruled in the Strathclyde; his 

daughter Eigr, Ygraine of Romance, was 
mother of king Arthur. Cunedda gulotic 
or wledig also, a ruler in North Britain 
in Manau Guotodin, was obliged to retire 
before the encroaching Picts and Saxons : 
he came to North Wales after the year 
409, and with his sons took possession of 
the settlements of the Gwyddel, or Irish, 

whom they expelled from the Welch sea 
board. 
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ever this may be, 
" 

Pelagianism found a heresiarch and 
a name in a British monk, and that heresiarch a 

coadju 
tor (probably) in an Irishman. Neither Pelagius nor 
Coelestius originated the heresy. It was imparted to 

Pelagius by Rufinus, a Syrian, not in Britain but in 
Rome" (Haddon's "Remains," p. 236). Unable to 
wrestle with the propagators of this error, the Britons 

appealed for help to the Bishops of Gaul.1 With the 
concurrence of Pope St. Celestine, they deputed St. 

German, Bishop of Auxerre, with St. Lupus, Bishop of 

Troyes, to proceed to Britain, in A. d. 429, and again in 

447, then accompanied with Severus, Bishop of Treves. 
There is a peculiar significance in their selection of 

St. German, who appears to have always taken a 
special 

interest in British affairs, being up to 418 aDux," or 

governor of the Britons of Armorica, and very pro 

bably allied to their ruler Aldroen, a. d. 445, to 464. 

There is besides something more than a mere fortuitous 

event in the presence of Magonius or Sen Patrick with 
St. German in this sacred embassy. He was of British 

family and birth, and not improbably connected by 
ties of kindred with St. German himself. According 
to old British tradition, Magonius was a disciple of 

Palladius in the College of Caerworgorn, or Cor Tewdws, 
and Palladius himself a Briton by birth, though of a 

Byzantian family, and at that period a deacon of the 

Roman Church, was the chief instrument in getting 
this mission forwarded by Pope Celestine. 

Some of these facts are established by the following 
passage found in the " Chronicum Integrum" of St. 

Prosper, published by Roncallius 1787, and in Bouquet's, 
"Recueil des Historiens," torn, i., p. 630. Under the 

1 
Christianity reached to the south of 

Gaul in the Apostolic age, and spread insen 

sibly through the entire of Gaul, whence 
it came to Britain in the second century. 

As its influence was progressive, silently 
permeating the masses, it is on that ac 
count impossible to fix any certain dates 
for its introduction. The Roman legions 
in Britain containing Christians within 
their ranks was another means of advanc 

ing the spiritual sway of the Church, sus 

tained by missionaries chiefly from Gaul. 
The British Church was an offshoot of the 
Church of Gaul, and the bishops of that 

country naturally from the earliest times 
took much interest in its progress. In 
the year 385, St. Victricius, the Apostle 
of the Morini, was elected Bishop of Rouen 
in a. d. 390 : he came over to Britain to 

repress heresy, and restore unity and con 
cord in the British Church. Boll. Act 
Ssm. Iulii vii., p. 62. 
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year 429, Florence and Dionysius consuls, "Agricola 
Pelagianus, Severiani episcopi filius ecclesias Britanniae 

dogmatis sui insinuatione corrupit sed ad actionem (or 

actione). Palladii diaconi Papa Celestinus Germanum 
Antissiodorum episcopum vice sua mittit, ut (or et) de 

turbatis haereticis Britannos ad Catholicam fidem dirigat 
(or dirigit)," quoted in " Lives of the English Saints? 
St. German of Auxerre," p. 131. 

The two visits made by St. German to Britain are 
well known to be authentic; there are, however, some cir 

cumstances connected with them which have not hitherto 
attracted the attention and special notice they require. 
Towards the close of the autumn of the year 429, the 
two apostles, 

" 
Apostolici sacerdotes," as 

they 
are 

styled 

by cotemporary writers, set out for Britain, passing 

through Sens and Melun, staying at Nanterre, Metrodo 

num, near Paris. It was here they met the daughter 
of Severus and Gerontia, Saint Genevieve, the future 

patroness of that city, then in her sixth year. She there 
intimated to St. German her desire of devoting herself 
to the religious life, in which she was encouraged by the 

Bishop of Auxerre. These apostolic men with their at 

tendants, among whom was Magonius, or Patrick, destined 

to be the future Apostle of Ireland, came to the shore of 
the Ictian Sea, or English Channel. The early months 
of winter had already begun, and the sea looked unpro 
pitious; Constantine, the writer of St. German's life, tells 
us of the great dangers they encountered in a furious 

storm, which arose while the ship was midway on her 

voyage. The tempest was lulled, or rather rendered 

harmless, by pouring oil in the Name of the Holy Trinity 
on the surging waves, and a 

favouring wind springing up 
carried the ship safely to port. 

The place of landing is supposed to have been Rutu 

piae, 
or Richborough, in Kent, where St. Augustine sub 

sequently landed, the usual place of debarkation for 
travellers coming from the shores of Gaul. They pro 
ceeded to London, where it is stated by Hector Boetius 
that a synod of the bishops and clergy of Britain was 
held. London was then the capital of Roman Britain, 
and the see of a bishop. Palladius, the Deacon of the 

4th ser. vol. vi. G 
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Roman Church, was then in Britain, and by his inter 
vention with St. Celestine, SS. German and Lupus 
were selected to be the champions of orthodoxy; and 
as Palladius was then probably bishop of the see of Lon 

don, it was to that city the Gallic bishops naturally 
directed their course. After the conference, a Roman 

tribune presented to the two bishops his little daughter, 
who was blind from infancy; he was directed to try 
first the power of the Pelagians, but they with the ortho 
dox party demanded her cure at the hands of SS. German 
and Lupus. Having miraculously restored her sight, 
the bishops set out for Verulam to visit the tomb of St. 

Alban, the protomartyr of Britain, where they had also 
a conference with the heretics. 

While SS. German and Lupus were occupied in sup 

pressing heterodoxy through the chief towns of Britain, 
the Picts and the Saxons, who had already established 
themselves on the eastern coast, between the Forth and 

Tweed, and in the Orkney Islands,1 made a descent on 
the north coast of Wales. Sailing up the river Dee, they 
landed under the Clytian hills, near the town of Mold, 
in Flintshire ; the Britons were powerless to resist them, 
and had to keep close quarters within their camps. Mes 

sengers were sent to SS. German and Lupus, requesting 
them to come to their assistance; they came, by their 

presence inspiring hope and confidence. St. German, 

having been in early life a soldier, once more assumed 

that role in behalf of the beleaguered Britons. The 
time was Lent, in the year 430, and the bishops 
seized this opportunity to convert and instruct the 

soldiers; while at the close of Lent, as 
they were cele 

brating the Pascal festival, the enemy selected this 

opportunity to attack them. St. German meanwhile 

posted his men on the hills over a ravine through which 
the Picts and Saxons must pass. Suddenly 

a loud shout 

of Alleluia resounded from the mountain sides, re-echoed 

among the hills and valleys. Consternation filled the 

1 The Irish Annals record the first de 
scent of the Saxons on the Irish coast, 
a. d. 434. This expedition, 

" The first 
Saxon depredation in Erinn," 

" Chron. 

Scot.," must have been made from their 

temporary settlements on the islands of 
the N. W. of Scotland. "Celtic Scot 

land," vol. i., p. 101. 



ON THE CELTIC RACES OF GREAT AND LESSER BRITAIN. 99 

invading army ; seized with panic, they fled in inextrica 
ble confusion. The Britons gained a bloodless triumph, 
known in history as the Alleluiatic Victory. 

" 
Thus," 

says Constantius, St. German's biographer, 
u did faith 

obtain a triumph without slaughter." And the modern 

writer of the life of St. German adds, that St Gregory 
the Great, three hundred years after, appears to have 

alluded to this victory in his commentary on the Book 
of Job, in which he says, 

" The faith of the Lord has 
now found entrance into the hearts of almost all people, 
and has united in one bond the eastern and western 

regions. Behold the tongue of the Briton, once wont 

to howl in barbarous sounds, has since learned to resound 

the Hebrew Alleluia in praise to God. The ocean, once 

so boisterous, is become subservient to the will of saints; 
and its rage, which the arms of princes are unable to 

tame, is fettered by the simple word of God's priests." 
While the Galliean prelates were engaged in extir 

pating heresy in Britain, it nevertheless raised its hydra 
head beyond the sea in Gaul, and St. German learned 
with dismay that his own episcopal city was in danger 
of perversion; he therefore hastily left Britain, accom 

panied by Magonius Patricius. An ancient Irish autho 

rity, the scholiast on St. Fiacc's Hymn on St. Patrick, 
relates this fact, and the means suggested by him to St. 

German to effect its liberation from heterodoxy.1 Thus 

ended the embassy to Britain by St. German, the instru 
ment used by St. Celestine to adopt the idea of St. 

Prosper, who preserved through him the Roman island 
of Britain in the Catholic Faith. The same Pope also, 
by means of Palladius, made Christian the island of 

Hibernia, which was hitherto barbarian. 

A period of seventeen years intervened between the 
two visitations of St. German to Britain, during which 
the power of the invaders became more 

menacing to the 
effeminate natives. A deputation of Britons, headed by 

Guitolin, Bishop of London, went to Armorica to solicit 
aid from their kinsmen. Cystennan or Constantine, 

1 
Colgan, 

" 
Trias Thaumaturga,'' p. 4, 

note 10, K, Ex scholiis Veleris scholaistse 
super Hymnum, a St. Eiacco de vita S. 

Patricii compositum. 

G2 
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called by the grateful Britons " 
Vendigard," that is, " 

blessed," or " 
welcome," son of Solamon, king of Ar 

morica (421-434), came over with a large force of over 
two thousand men; he was elected the leader, or dux 

bellorum, of the British armies in Bernicia against the 
Saxon invader. About the year 442, while engaged in 
the pleasures of the chase, Constantine was assassinated 

by 
a Pict, and his son Constans succeeded him, and 

reigned until a. d. 447, when he was slain by some Pictish 

soldiers, with the connivance of Vortighern, who had 
been the trusted counsellor of the king, who, while he 
thus enjoyed his confidence, plotted treason against his 

master. Uithyr and Amrys, brothers of the murdered 

king, fled to Armorica, accompanied by a large following 
of discontented Britons, to await there the course of 

events. They soon after returned to attack the Saxons 

and Picts in the region between the Roman Wales. The 
success achieved by Ambrosius made him a formidable 

opponent of Vortighern, already unpopular with his own 

party; he dreaded him as a rival, and Nennius states 

that he was oppressed by the fear of Ambrosius as long 
as he lived, and that he ultimately fell the victim of his 
revenge for the murder of his brother Constans. 

Vortighern, or Gwertheyrn, was a chieftain of the 
old British race. His ancestral lands lay in the ex 

tensive tract between the rivers Severn and Wye. His 
son Pascant got from Ambrosius Aurelius the terri 

tory of Beult, the Bullseum Silurum of the Romans, and 

Gwertheyrniawn, the jurisdiction of Vortighern an ad 

joining tract in the present Radnorshire, where his de 

scendant Fernmael was living early in the ninth century: " Irish Version of Nennius," p. 106. The period of Vor 

tighern is one most remarkable and important in British 

history, while he, its most conspicuous figure, is in many 
respects surrounded by mystery and romance. His 

connexions with the Picts and Scots and with the Saxon 
intruders?an historical fact of momentous influence on 

the immediate future of the island of Britain and its 
Celtic populations?is well ascertained. The details are, 
however, exaggerated and dubious, and his exit from 

the stage of history is mythical and legendary in the 
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extreme. One account makes Vortighern king of Britain 
about the year 438; another places that event after the 

death of Constans, son of Constantine of Armorica; how 
ever this may have been, in the year 446 the last ap 
peal to the Romans for assistance against the common 

enemy was made, most probably by 
a third party among 

the Britons to Aetius the Patrician, the great Roman 

general in Gaul. Such an appeal would be scarcely 
made by the Armorican section then in Britain, as at 

that very time Aetius was most unfavourably disposed 
towards their compatriots in Gaul, as he was already 
about to send the barbarian Alani to invade their terri 

tories, to punish them for establishing their independence 
of the Roman sway. Amid these national calamities, 

irreligion and heresy began to spread among the peo 

ple ; and the British clergy, unable to compose these 

disturbances, again sought the aid and advice of the 

Bishop of Auxerre. His ancient good-will and affection 
for the British people were again called into action, and 

though in advanced age, having reached his sixty-eighth 
year, he set out for Britain, accompanied this time by 
St. Severus, the Bishop of Treves, and inferior clerics, 
among whom was German, son of Restitutus the Longo 
bard and kinsman of the bishop. This was late in the 
year 446. When the two bishops reached the British 
shore multitudes thronged to meet them, and they learned 

with joy that the Pelagian leaven had infected but few. 
Constantius, the biographer of St. German, records here 
the miraculous cure of the son of Elaphius, who was 

restored to health by the touch of St. German. The 

bishops then took measures for the extirpation of Pela 

gian errors, and the fosterers of heresy 
were deported to 

Gaul and elsewhere, that there they might be brought 
round to orthodoxy. Henceforth the Catholic faith re 

mained entire in Britain up to the time, A. d. 483, that 
Constantius wrote the "Life of St. German." Thus it 

appears that the Faith still lingered even in those parts 
under the dominion of the Saxons, who are known to 
have permitted to the subjugated Britons the exercise 
of their religion, and in many instances to retain their 
ancient temples, by which means it is not improbable 
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that they themselves were leavened with Christian princi 
ples, and were gradually prepared for the reception of 
the Gospel through St. Augustin, the Apostle of the 
Teutonic nations lately arrived in Britain. 

The Gaulish prelates protracted their stay far into 
the following year, a. d. 447; and, curiously enough, 

without any reference to their presence there, the authors 

of the "Patrician Lives" record, in 447, the journey of 
St. Patrick the Apostle of Ireland, to Britain, whither he 
had gone to recruit a band of clerics to aid him in his 

missionary work. They moreover state that while in Bri 

tain he occupied himself in combating the heretics there: 
" Trias Thaumaturga," Vita V, caps. 24, 25, p. 55; 
Jocelyn, c. 92, p. 86. It is easy to see why he went at 
this special time?to meet again his venerated patron 
and friend St. German, and to give his help and assist 
ance against the heretics, as he had done when he 

accompanied St. German on his first visit in 429. The 
Irish Apostle returned to the scene of his labours from 
Britain at the same time as the bishops were about to 

leave for Gaul. He was accompanied with a band of 

missionary helpmates, collected in the monastic schools 

of Britain, and probably from the attendant clerics of 
SS. German and Severus. Probus tells us that thirty of 
them were in course of time raised to the episcopal office, 
and one 

especially 
on this occasion was consecrated 

bishop, German, son of Restitutus, said to be a nephew 
of his great namesake of Auxerre. The consecration 

was most probably performed by SS. German, Severus, 
and Patrick, and the latter returning to Ireland visited 
the Isle of Man, and constituted St. German junior the 
first bishop of that see, which he governed from a. d. 447 

to 474, as is recorded in the " Annals of Ulster." The 
natal day was observed October 25th. He is known in 
Irish Hagiology 

as Gorman, or Mogorman; and one 

church, of which he is titular, is Cillgorman, on the east 

coast, near 
Gorey, which gives his name to a stream, 

Glasgorman, which enters the sea opposite the Kil 

gorman Bank, in St. George's Channel. 

Brioc, son of Ceredig ap Cunedda, went to Gaul 

with St. German, and after his studies he was ordained 
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priest in Gaul, and returned for a while to his native 

land, and taught, it is said, his parents the true faith. 
After a while he withdrew to Armorica, and effected 
the conversion of Count Conan, a descendant of Conan 

Meriadoc, and erected a 
monastery on lands given him 

by Conan. a. d. 472 he received episcopal consecration 

from the metropolitan of Tours, and having occasion 
to go to Angers, he died there the first day of May, 
a. d. 502. The diocese of St. Brieux preserves his pa 

tronage and name. It is needless to say that Camden 
is mistaken in stating that St. Brioc was an Irishman, 
an error arising from the name of his native territory 
Coretica, or Corticiana regio, Cardigan in Wales, being 
read Corcagiensi, and referred to Cork, in Ireland: 

"Ussher," vol. v., p. 394; "Camden Britannia," p. T39. 

Michomorus, said to have been an Irishman, one of St. 
Patrick's disciples, returned to Gaul with St. German; 
he did not long survive; his history is very misty and 

unsatisfactory. 
The British traditions connected with the visit of St. 

German record many incidents not noticed by Constan 

tius, A. d. 483. Eric of Auxerre, in the ninth century, 
associated legendary details, even then misapplied, with 
the great St. German, which he had derived from Mark 
the Hermit, who had then taken up his abode at Sois 
sons in the monastery of St. Medard and Sebastian. 

Mark, a Briton by birth, but educated in Ireland, about 
the year 822, made additions to the already ancient his 

tory of Nennius, son of the Druid Dubhtach mac ua 

Lugair (" Loca Patriciana," cap. x., p. 223), which he 

republished, with additions and changes, a. d. 858. By 
this authority the arrival of the Saxons, the crimes 
and misfortunes of Vortighern, the visit of St. German, 
and the prophecies of Merlin, are all brought toge 
ther regardless of accuracy or 

chronology. The Saxons 
were invited to Britain in 449, and came next year, 
two years after the death of St. German; and Vor 

tighern himself ended his career of sin and misfortune, 
being slain by his rival Ambrosius Aurelius in the 
year 476, or even later. These dates and events can 

have had no connexion whatsoever with the bishop of 
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Auxerre, nor is it likely that the original and contem 

porary historian ever intended to connect them with 

him, knowing well that he had passed away long before 

they took place; and if we admit them as historical 
facts, modified as 

they may, we have still to seek for 
some explanation for their association with St. German. 

This explanation is to be found in the self-sufficiency 
of moderns, who attribute their own mistakes and 

misconceptions to the alleged stolidity, or, perhaps, 
disingenuousness of ancient contemporary writers, who 

recorded facts well ascertained and understood by them, 
but impenetrable to the limited intelligence of mo 

derns, because unrecorded history, and circumjacent 
events are shut off from their field of vision. We have 
seen that another and less distinguished namesake was 

a contemporary of the great St. German of Auxerre, 
that he survived him twenty-six years, and that the 
scene of his missionary labours was not far removed from 

the places where British traditions associate St. German 

with Vortighern and his contemporaries. 
The Alleluiatic Victory, 

a. d. 429, must be unques 

tionably assigned to the bishop of Auxerre. The con 
secration of St. Dubricius as bishop of Caerlleon-on-Usk 

could not by any possibility be attributed to the great St. 
German. Dubricius was consecrated about the year 470, 

by his kinsman St. German, bishop of Man, about four 

years before his own decease in 474. Dubricius died on 
the 4th of November, in the 85th year of his age, a. d. 512, 
or 522 ; this proves his natal year to be a. d. 427, or 437, 

which further shows that his consecration as bishop must 

be referred to St. German of Man. The stories in the 
" 

History of Nennius," concerning Vortighern and St. 

German, can 
possibly have no connexion with the bishop 

of Auxerre, who was dead before Vortighern invited the 

Saxons, after which all his misfortunes began to over 

whelm him. The story of his incestuous child Faustus, 
adopted by St. German, must be referred to a period 
very much later. Benlli Gawr, regulus of Ial, in Den 

bighshire, and Cadell the alleged swineherd, who 
became king of Powys, 

are also connected with St. Ger 

man of Man. A nucleus of fact is preserved in these 
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strange legends recorded by Nennius, who in this in 
stance wrote about the bishop of Man, his own cotem 

porary; they were embellished and enlarged by his 

subsequent copyists and interpolators. At the period of 
Mark the Hermit they were believed to refer to the 

bishop of Auxerre, at least by Eric, who wrote the " Life 
of St. German," founded on that of Constantius, but 

enlarged and embellished by these wonderful but mis 

applied British legends, which have so much perplexed 
the bewildered students of the history of this period: 
see "Irish Version of Nennius," I. A. S., pp. 79, xxi., so 

much so indeed that they have been compelled to reject, 
as mere fables, real and veritable historic facts, because 

associated with incompatible personages and impossible 
chronology. 

Among the many personages of historic interest, 
either from their connexion with the early British 
Church or kingdom, 

a few names are selected for notice 
from the Genealogical Table No. III. Among these 

Maig Mygotwas, son of Cynan Garwyn, son of Caddell 

Deyrnloog, is reputed a bard and hermit in Cambrian 

hagiology, where little more is to be found concerning 
him. He may be, perhaps, identified with a saint in 

Bretaigne, Mieu, culted on the 2nd day of November 
in the Breviary of the diocese of Dol. While remov 

ing the high altar of the church of Coet Mieu, the 
Wood of Mieu, where his hermitage was, a small coffer 
was found, with the inscription 

" 
Reliquiae Sancti Mioei." 

This shrine was replaced by Hector D'Ouvrier, bishop of 

Dol, and the Rev. John Collas, rector of Coet Mieu. 
There is another parish in the diocese of St. Brieux, 
St. Mieu or Piu Mieu, and a third parish in the diocese 
of Quimper Ploezmiec, 

" Lobineau Vies des Saintes de 

Bretaigne," vol. i., p. 257. 

Magonius Mawon, Mavanus or Mien, sometimes styled 
Conard Meen, son of Cynan Garwyn, king of Powys, 
called in the lesson of the Breviary of St. Malo " Gera 
scen," was born about the middle of the 6th century, 
a. d. 540. He was a 

pupil of St. Samson, with whom 
he went to Bretaigne, and subsequently founded the mo 

nastery of Gael, now called St. Meen's in the diocese of 
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St. Malo, nine leagues from Rennes, under the invo 

cation of St. John the Baptist. St. Brendan of Clonfert 
is said to have been his guest for some time while he 

was in Armorica. This is very doubtful, however, as 

Colgan, "AA. SS. Hib." p. 414, identifies St. Meen with 
an Irish St. Moena, a 

disciple of St. Brendan, whose 

festival is February 26, and quite a distinct personage 
from the Cambrian saint; St. Judicael, son of Howel III. 

king of Bretaigne, became his disciple A. d. 616, and St. 
Meen himself died the following year, 617, June 21. 
His name occurs in the English Litany of the 7th 

century. Albert le Grand gives 665 as the time of his 

obit, but that date probably refers to another Mawon, 
Maun, or Meen, son of his brother Brockmael king of 

Powys, who granted Berriu near Welchpool, Mont 

gomery, to St. Beuno, 
" 

Cambro-British Saints," p. 301. 

Maun was father of Ystyphan or Stephan, founder of 

Llanlystyphan in Caermarthenshire. Vide 
" 

Lobineau," 
vol. i., p. 30, in Butler's " Lives of the Saints/' &c. 

Ioava, Ieuava, or Ieuan, was also brother of Brock 

mael, son of Cynan Garwyn, a disciple of S. Paul de 

Leon, his cousin-germ an, not uncle, as Albert le Grand 

states, and Colgan, "AA. SS. Hib.," confounding him, 

perhaps, with some earlier namesake, March 2, p. 441, 

absurdly styles him 
" 

Natione Hibernus." He lived 

in the territory of Ack, and in the Isle of Batzs, with 
his kinsman St. Paul, and when he retired from the see 

of Leon his immediate successor was Ioava, who sur 

vived one year, and died March 2, a. d. 580. " Lo 

bineau," vol. i., p. 177, Paris, 1836. Jeuva or Jeuan with 

SS. Avran and Sannan are patrons of Llantrisaint in the 

Hundred of Menai, Anglesey. St. Tysillio, son of Brock 

mael, was a distinguished writer and historian ; he is 

supposed to have been the immediate successor of St. 

Asaph in the see of Llanelvy; he died May 1st, a. d. 596; 
his sister Ardun Ben Asgel, daughter of Pabo Post 

Prydain, was one of the wives of Brockmael of Powys. 

Tysillio her son is commemorated November 8th, and 

is believed to have been the author of the Brut Tysillio 
or History of Britain, amplified by Geoffrey of Mon 

mouth. St. Tysillio died within the first quarter of the 
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7th century: his brother Dinogad fell at Catreath at the 
Frith of Forth, N. B., a. d. 634. 

Sulien, son of Brockmael, was Abbot of Meivod in 

Montgomery. Much to the annoyance of his father, he 
became in early life a disciple of the abbot or hermit 
Guimarch or Gwyddvareh, who lived at Meivod on the 
hill called Gallt yr Ancr; he concealed him for a while 
from his father's anger on Enes Sulien in the Menai 
Straits. To avoid the importunities of Hagarma, the 
widow of his brother Jacob, who had entertained an illicit 

passion for him, he escaped to Bretaigne and became 
a recluse on the banks of the River Ranee near Aleth, 

whence he evangelized the natives and entertained St. 

Samson, bishop of Dol. On the death of his sister-in-law 

Hagarma the monks of Meivod came over to Armorica 

to recall him to the government of their monastery: 

unwilling to return, he gave them for heir-looms his 

books of the Gospels and pastoral staff to bring back to 
his native Cambria; soon after the departure of the 

monks of Meivod, he died of fever on the 8th of Novem 

ber, before the middle of the 7th century. 
" 

Lobineau," 
vol. i., p. 252. 

Among the other remarkable personages of the line 

of Brockmael Ysgathrog was Novis, nineteenth bishop 
of the see of Llandaff from the year 841 to 863. In the 
"Book of Llandaff," p. 473, the following particulars 
are taken from a manuscript in the Bodleian Library. 
A jester came to the palace of the bishop Novis, and 

standing before him said (punning on his name), 
" 

Amen 
dico vobis, pro nobis est sine robis." To which the 

bishop answered, "Amen dico vobis, sine robis ibis 
a nobis"; and the jester rejoined, 

" 
Amen dico vobis, si 

nobis sit sine robis, a labris nobis dicentur scandala vobis," 
which may be translated, 

" 
Jester?I verily say unto you 

I am without robes." 
" 

Bishop?verily I say unto you, 
you shall go from me without robes." Jester?verily I 

say unto you, if I shall be without robes, from my lips 
reproachful things shall be said of you." Bishop Novis 

was son of Rhodri Mawr, sl. in Anglesey a. d. 787. 
Tudwal son of Rhodri Mawr was father of the cele 

brated Asser, sometime bishop of Menevia and Sher 
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borne till his decease, A. d. 910. He was educated at 

Menevia under the care of his uncle, bishop Novis, and 

his teacher then was John Scotus Erigena. About the 

year 880, Asser was invited to the court of King Alfred, 
who received him graciously, and tried to induce him to 
make a 

prolonged residence with him: an arrangement 
was made, and Asser at times returned to his see to look 

after its interests. The see of Exeter was entrusted to 

his care, and he is regarded as the founder or resuscitator 

of the University of Oxford. He was translated to the 
see of Sherborne, where he died A. d. 910. 

Hywell, or Howell Dda, "the Good," son of Cad 

dell, son of Rhodri Mawr, was king of South Wales. 
On the death of Anarawd in 913 Howell became lord 

paramount of all Wales. He effected a general revision 

and codification of the existing Welch laws, whence he 
is known as the Cambrian Justinian. In 926 he went 
to Rome accompanied by the bishops of St. David's, 

Bangor, and Llandaff, to ascertain what laws were cur 

rent when the Romans held Britain. On his return he 
assembled a national council at Whitland, at which were 

present one hundred and forty ecclesiastics, and six 

representatives from every commot in Wales, with all 

the tribal chiefs. This was in the beginning of Lent, 
and all the assembled legislators continued during that 

time in prayer and fasting to implore the aid of Heaven 
on their deliberations. The laws attributed to Dyvnwal 

Moelmut, king of Britain, a celebrated legislator, who 

lived four centuries before the Christian Era, were 

selected as the basis of the new legislation. In a. d. 930, 
he again went to Rome accompanied by a distinguished 
company of ecclesiastics, to obtain the approval and sanc 

tion of Pope Stephen VIII., who then held the Pontifical 
See. On his return Hywell submitted the new laws to 
a national convention, and meeting its unanimous ap 

proval they were duly promulgated, and continued in 
force till the time of Edward the First, king of England. 

Howell Dda reigned for thirty-five years, and died A. d. 

948. 

Among the descendants of Caractacus are found some 

of the earliest Christians in Britain ; his great-grandson 
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Llewver Mawr, otherwise Lucius, is alleged to have 

been the first Christian ruler in Britain. He lived in 
the native tribe-land of the kings of the Silures between 
the Wye and Severn in the time of Pope Eleutherius, 
a. d. 171?192. The Ven. Bede gives an account of 

the message sent by Lucius to that Pope: "Ut Chris 
tianus efficeretur per ejus mandatum," words used in the 

chronicle of St. Prosper of Aquitaine. Some modern 

writers are disposed to reject this tradition, on which 

Archbishop Ussher cites twenty-three different opinions. 
As all history in a great measure depends on tradition 
as its basis, there is nothing at all improbable in the 

story told by Bede, in whose time this tradition must have 
been wide-spread, and well authenticated. The island of 

Albion gave testimony to the Faith in the persecution of 

Diocletian and Maximinian, St. Alban, the Protomartyr 
at Verulam, and Julius and Aaron, citizens of Caerlleon 
on Usk, Isca Silurum, the head quarters of the second 

legion. Lucius died without issue, and was buried in 

Gloster, as 
Geoffrey of Monmouth states. It is remark 

able that St. Dubritius, one of the fathers of the early 
British Church, descends from the same stock, and most 

probably too St. Ninian of Candida Casa. Pepiau Cla 

forawg, or Spumosus, 
so 

styled from a disease in his 

mouth, was a 
petty king of Ergyng 

or Archenfield. and 

Ewyas in Herefordshire; Pepiau was father of Dyvrig 
Beneurog; his wife Eurdyll was daughter of Constantine, 
the leader of the British army against the Picts and 
Saxons, son of Saloman, first king of Armorica, slain a. d. 

434. Dyvryg Beneurog, the golden-haired, or Dubritius, 
was born a. d. 437, at Ynys Eurdyll, situated between Ma 

deley and the river Wye 
near Muchross, now known as 

Swinemoor in Herefordshire. In the Life of St. Dubri 
tius given in the " Book of Llandaff," sect, ii., p. 323, &c, 
he is said to have been consecrated bishop by the great 
St. German of Auxerre, untruly indeed, as St. German 

died in 448. His consecrator St. German could have 

been no other than the Patrician bishop of the Isle of 
Man from 447 to his decease, October 25, a. d. 474. 

The see of Dubritius was at first at Caerlleon. He 

then became bishop of Llandaff from 490 to 519, at 
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which date he withdrew to the Island of Bardsey, off the 

promontory of Lleiain, where he died, a. d. November 

14, 522. St. Dubricius was founder of the churches of 

Ballingham, White Church, Hartland, and perhaps the 
church now called St. Devereux in Herefordshire. His 
relics were removed from his grave in Bardsey, 

A. d. 

1120, by Urban, bishop of Llandaff, who had them en 
shrined in his cathedral. 

Tewdryg, king of Glamorgan, 
a near kinsman of 

St. Dubricius, vide Genealogy No. III., was slain in the 

last quarter of the 5th century at Malvern on the Wye. 
His son Meirig or Mouric met the same fate from the 

pagan Saxons, at Myrther Meirig. He was ancestor, 

through his daughters, of some Cambrian saints already 
noticed, and of the kings of Glamorgan until their ex 
tinction by the Normans in the 12th century. One of 
his sons known as Peulan Esgob, Pawl Hen o Vannau, 
or Paulinus the bishop, culted in Cambrian hagiology 

November 22, and most probably identical with Polan 
of Cillmona, or Stapolin, 

near Kilbarrack, anciently 
Cillmona, on the Fingal or northern shore of Dublin Bay, 
culted May 21. 

" 
Mart. Dunegal." Paul was a mis 

sionary in Ireland under St. Patrick Mac Calphurn; he 
was one of the companions left with St. Fiacc when consti 

tuted by St. Patrick bishop of the Leinstermen, a. d. 469. 

After he left the school of St. Fiacc, he very probably 
went to Candida Casa to Ninio son of Dubhtach Mac ua 

Lugair, abbot and bishop of that church towards the 
close of the 5th century. St. Paul appears to have 

been subsequently 
a 

missionary in the Isle of Man under 

St. German, whence he is styled Paul, o Vannau 

Rees' Essay, "Welch Saints," p. 187. He returned to 

his native Cambria to Cor Tewdws or Caerworgorn, and 

founded the monastic school of Tygwyn ar Dai. Whit 

Ian, White House on the Taf, a reverberation of Candida 

Casa. It is said that he resided at Glastonbury, 
erro 

neously identified with Inys Vitryn, which is rather 

suggestive of Inis Whiterne, called also Inis Cais, the 
island of Casa, and Cil na caise, which was the church 
of the Casa or house, identified with the monastic 
establishment of the nun St. Monene, the founder 
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of six other monasteries in North Britain. St. Paul 
was distinguished for his knowledge of the Holy Scrip 
tures ; David, Teilo and Iltutus, with other cotemporary 
saints, were students under his instructions. In the 

Life of St. David he is called " A scribe and a bishop," 
and his distinguished pupil Dewi or David is said to 
have read under him until he became "Master." In 
this same Life " Cambro-British Saints," p. 424, Latin 
version, p. 122, Paul or Paulinus, described as an old 

man, is said to have been a disciple of St. German, 
who could not have been the great bishop of Auxerre, 
who died A. d. 448, but rather his kinsman, perhaps 
nephew, German, son of Restitutus, who died bishop 
of the Isle of Man October 25, 474; he must, therefore, 
be the bishop referred to in the above life. St. David, 
born about the year 493, was not likely to be a pupil 
of Bishop Paul until about a. d. 520, or even later. 
St. Teilo, born about the first decade of the fifth century, 

was his pupil. Still later St. Paul attended the Synod 
of Llandewi brevi, in Cardigan, whenever that was 
held?later certainly than 519, the date usually assigned, 
to it. Lasting memorials of him are found in its 
neighbourhood. Capel Peulin is near Llandewi Brevi, 
and in the adjoining parish of Caio at Pant-y-Polion 
was a stone bearing this inscription : " Servatur Fidei? 
Patriae semper?Amator hie Paulin?us jacit cultor Pient 

?issimus JSqui." This stone, which once marked the 
grave of Paulin Esgob, is now preserved at Dolau Cothi, 
the residence of John Jones, Esq. St. Paulinus was 
one of the links connecting the ecclesiastics of the an 
cient Church of Britain with that of Ireland. His 
nephews, sons of his sisters, were St. Sampson, bishop 
of Dol, deceased about 565; St. Magloire, his cousin 
and successor, died 575 ; Dathan of Llandathan Glamor 
gan; Meigent H6n, abbot of Candida Casa; and St. 

Hywyn or Audeon, abbot of Aberdarn, his nephews. He 
has been hitherto erroneously identified with a Paul or 
Peulan, son of Cau or Conan of Strathclyde in North 

Wales. Peulan Esgob, son of Meirig ap Tewdyg, the 
preceptor of St. David, abbot of Whithorn, or Can 
dida Casa, and founder of Whitland in South Wales, 
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is identical with Paul, the disciple of St. Fiacc of 

Sletty. 
Among the descendants of Teged Voel, king of 

Penlynn Merioneth, son of Cadell Deyrnlloog, 
a few 

demand some notice. Glywys, 
son of Teged Voel, was a 

petty king of a tract in Monmouthshire called Glywyseg, 
where he is said to have founded the church of Machen; 
his wife was Gwall, daughter of Ceredig, prince of Car 

digan, son of Cunedda, the conqueror of Wales. His 

eldest son Gwynllyw Vilwr, or Gundleus the warrior, 
was king of Gwynllwg or Gwentloog in Monmouth; his 
wife was Gwladys 

or Gladusa, daughter of Bryccan. 
Gundleus retired from the world and built a church in 
his territory, 

now St. Woolos, Newport, Monmouthshire, 
where he died about the year 560, on the 29th of March. 

Petrog, Petrox, Petreuse or Perreuse, son of 

Glywys, 
was the famous abbot of Padstow in Cornwall. 

He came to Ireland early in the fifth century to study 
the Holy Scriptures in some old monastery in Hy Gar 
chon or Hy Bruin Cuallin, old territories now comprised 
in the county Wicklow, with his compatriots, Moconoc, 
son of Bryccan at Kilmochonoc, near 

Bray, 
or at Delgany, 

with Mogoroc. He was the teacher of St. Kevin from 

his seventh to his twelveth year, and after a residence of 

twenty years in Ireland he went to Rome, Jerusalem, 
and reached to the confines of India. He finally 

re 

turned and settled at Bodmin or Bothmanach, the house 

of the monks, Padstow or Petrocstow, in Cornwall, 
before the middle of the 5th century. Three Irish 
ecclesiastics joined him there, Credan, Medan, and 

Dagan?the latter the celebrated abbot of Inbher Daoile 
or Ennerily, south of Wicklow Head, who died Septem 
ber 13, a. d. 642 ; he was nephew of St. Kevin, his sister's 

son. Critan may have been the bishop of Aendrum, 
Mahee Island, who died May 17, a. d. 638, or Criotan, 
son of Iolladan, abbot of Acadhfinnech or Kilnamanagh, 
on the river Doddar near Dublin. Medan is probably 
identical with Meadan, Moaedoc, or Mogue, disciple of 
St. David, and subsequently bishop of Ferns, December, 
deceased April 11th, a.d. 624. St. Petroc died at Bodmin 
on the 4th of June, a. d. 564. In the year 1178 his 
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relics were secretly carried across the sea to Bretaigne, 
to Gael, the monastery of St. Meen. The prior of the 
Canons Regular of Bodmin complained of this outrage to 
the king of England, whereupon the relics were brought 
back to Bodmin, and restored to their resting-place, 

where they remained until the dissolution in the reign 
of Henry VIII. 

Paul, regulus of a small district called Penychen in 

Glamorgan, the brother of Petrox, is sometimes erro 

neously confounded with Paul Hen. His son Gwengue 
non may be, perhaps, identified with Conogan, Latinized 
Albinus, the second bishop of Quimperle. The natale of 
the second bishop of Quimper is the 15th day of October. 

Gwenvaen, daughter of Paul Penychen, 
a recluse, 

was patron of Llangwenvaen, 
a 

parish now known as Ros 

collyn, in the island of Holyhead. Her natale was 

November, 5th. 

Paul, bishop of Leon in Britaigne, son of Pawl 

Penychen, named de Leon from his bishoprick, and 
also Paulus Aurelius, was a relative of St. Samson, and 
his fellow disciple under St. Iltutus at Caerworgorn or 
Llan Iltut Mawr. He passed over to Armorica about 
a. d. 530, and dwelt for a while on the island of Medonia, 
now Moline, between Ushant and the mainland, After 
some time he went to the Isle of Bas, given to him 

by the Count Wither or Withyr. Having resigned his 
see, he died on this island at the age of nearly one 

hundred years, on the 12th day of March, a. d. 573, or, 

according to others, 579. 

The most conspicuous saint of this group was Cadoc 

Oathmael, or Cattwg Doeth, son of Gwynllwy and Gla 
dusa. He was baptized and educated at Caer Gwent by 
an Irishman, Meuthi or Dathi, and subsequently became 
abbot of Llancarvan, or the Vale of Stags, and was 
remarkable as the master or teacher of some distin 

guished Irish ecclesiastics, of whom was Cainnech or 

Canice, the founder of Kilkenny, the capital of the 
ancient diocese of Ossory. He is mentioned in the Life 
of St. Cadoc as Cennych and Couage, abbot or superior 
of some Cambrian monasteries; and in the Life of St. 
Canice his master is styled 

" Doc or Doeus, the Briton," 
4th ser. vol. vi. H 
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cap. iv. St. Cadoc, according to the usuage of his coun 

trymen, after the foundation of his first monastery came 

to Ireland with a few followers. He spent three years 
there acquiring Scriptural knowledge, the special study 
of the Irish ecclesiastics of that period: 

" Cambro 
British Saints," p. 326, sec. 8. The scene of his studies 

was, according to the "Life," Lismore Machuta, which in 

deed reads as if the famous school of St. Machuda or 
Carthach was intended; however, that could not have 

actually been so, for at the time of St. Cadoc's visit to 
Ireland there was no school at Lismore; after the expul 
sion of St. Carthach from Rathan in 636, the school of 

Lismore was founded, and was a flourishing establishment 

when the Life of St. Cadoc was compiled, which appears 
from internal evidence to be about the middle of the 11th 

century. St. Carthach the Elder, called also Macudda, the 
successor of St. Ciaran of Saighir, was probably, 

as sug 

gested by the Right Rev. Bishop of Ossory, Dr. Moran, " Irish Saints in Great Britain," p. 15, the master under 
whom St. Cadoc read, and Saighir, founded by his pre 
decessor St. Ciaran, was the monastic school. Through 

Cadoc, David and Gildas the changes made in the 

Liturgy in Rome were communicated to the Irish church 
men according to the testimony of the Catalogue of Irish 
Saints attributed to Tirechan. 

Macuta, or Vaches, was sister of St. Cadoc, and a pupil 
of Tathan or Meuthi of Caerwent. Her story is told in 
the 

" 
Cambro-British Saints," p. 588, and her name 

supplants that of her tutor in his church, Llandathan, 
alias Llanvaches, near Caerwent. The History of St. 

Beuno is in the same authority, p. 299-308 ; and of his 

niece, St. Winefred. The Genealogical Table, No. III., 
contains many other historic names of considerable interest 

too numerous to be included here. They can, however, 
be traced and identified by the reference there given. 


