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parish, although only rebuilt in 1820, is about to be removed, the population having long
migrated to some distance from it. The stone lies within 80 or 40 yards of the churchyard
wall, and not far from the holy well called Ffynnon Canna, in which miraculous cures were
affirmed to have been effected, the principal maladies thus supposed to have been cured being
the ague and intestinal complaints, the patient being required to throw a number of pins
into the well, in which he was then to bathe, and afterwards to sit as long as possible
on this block of stone, which is a lump of granite, rough on its outside but with the
scooping or seat smooth like a varnished surface. It has on its left side an inscription, which
Mr. Barnwell has with justice read as formed of the word caNNa, the name of the cousin
and sister-in-law of St. Iltutus or Illtyd of Llantwit, in the sixth century. ‘The characters
are roughly cut, and are in Roman capitals of a very late character. The first three letters
are plain enough, the c being somewhat of a debased form and the second limb of the a
longer than the first ; the fourth letter seems an imperfect N joined on to the final A, which
is without its transverse bar. It may indeed be read caNVN, the letter N being reversed ; but
connected as it is with the Saint, there can be little doubt but that, however rude and irregular
the letters may be formed, we may read caNNA. This relic, bearing the name of a saint and
connected with such a tradition, is probably unique of its kind.” :

Prof. Rhys (Arch. Camb., 1875, p. 360) and a contemporary anonymous writer in the
Saturday Review (in a paper entitled ‘Cambrians at Caermarthen’) endeavoured to throw
doubts on this inscription as ¢ altogether suspicious and unsatisfactory,’ and ¢as proving too
much to be really genuine.” Another subsequent writer (D. M., in Arch. Camb., 1875,
p. 876) contends, as it seems to me triumphantly, for its genuineness, and suggests the
advisability of its being protected from destruction.

PLATE XLVII. Fia. 1.
THE CARREG FYRDDYN OGHAM STONE.

During the year 1876 1 was favoured by the Rev. Aaron Roberts with a notice and
rubbings of a stone called Carreg Fyrddyn, distant about % of a mile from the Corbagni
stone and nearer to Abergwili, on Ty Lilwyd farm. It is marked on the Ordnance Map as
Carreg Myrddyn, on a field on the Towy side of the railway. The stone is irregular at the
top, where the south-east angle is truncate or forked. In the accompanying figure I have
represented the Ogham letters to the best of my ability as shown in the rubbing. There
appear, as Mr. Roberts suggests, to be a good many consonants together and no vowels in one
part, and in another part he reads a bala bala. It would be advisable to procure a cast
of this stone for examination in different positions.



