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PLATE LXIX. Fie. 1.
CROSSED STONE AT STRATA FLORIDA.

At the first Meeting of the Cambrian Archmological Association at Aberystwith in
1847, an excursion was made to Strata Florida Abbey (a building the architecture of
which was transitional from Norman to Early English), when the only earlier object which
was found was a gravestone in the cemetery (under which lay a skeleton of considerable
size; Arch. Camb., 1848, p. 181), of which a figure was given in p. 110, here copied, and
which may be assumed to be earlier than the introduction of the Gothic style in
architecture.

PLATE LXX.
THE CROSS OF ST. PADARN AT LLANBADARN VAWR.

The parish of Llanbadarn Vawr (including the town of Aberystwith, from which it
is distant one mile to the east) is ome of the most celebrated in the ecclesiastical
history of Wales, deriving its name from St. Paternus, contemporary with SS. Teilo
and David (with whom he is associated in the Welsh Triads), who founded a religious
establishment here, afterwards erected into a bishopric, over which see he presided for
twenty-one years. The name of a subsequent bishop is recorded as having attended a
synod held at Worcester in the year 601, and the suffragan bishop of Llanbadarn was
also appointed as one of the deputation to meet St. Augustine on his landing in Britain.
The monumental stone of Idnert at Llandewi brefi has been considered to be that of the
last bishop of Llanbadarn Vawr, who was killed by the inhabitants. See ante, p. 140.

In the churchyard are two very early memorials of the British Church, one a tall
narrow stone, of which about 7 feet and a-half stand above ground (the base being buried
at least 2 feet under ground, and being about 11 inches wide and 8 thick). The head
of the stone is cut into the form of a cross, with a circular boss in the middle surrounded
by interlaced ribbon patterns greatly defaced by the action of the weather, whilst the tall
stem of the cross is divided into numerous compartments of various lengths, those of the
north side (fig. 2) being filled with interlaced ribbon patterns, whilst those of the south
side (fig. 1), much defaced by the weather, are more varied, the first from the top being filled
with a rectangular Chinese-like incised pattern, the second with two conventional animals
placed back to back, the left-hand one nearly defaced ; the third compartment is an interlaced
ribbon; the fourth short, with bosses, of which I am unable to determine the meaning;
the fifth a very rude human figure with a large head, his right hand bent upwards towards
his face as if in the act of benediction, whilst his left arm is extended into a large spiral
curve covering his body, which may be either regarded as a shield or the head of a large
pastoral staff. The legs are very short, and the feet large and splayed outwards. The
narrow sides of the stone are ornamented with interlaced ribbons (fig. 8), and with the
alternating TLT pattern (fig. 4). The figures of this stone given in Meyrick’s Cardiganshire,
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Plate XVI. fig. 1, are ludicrously incoryrect. No other representation of the stone (so far
as I am aware) has hitherto been published.

PLATE LXIX. Fie. 4.
THE SMALL CROSSED STONE AT LLANBADARN VAWR.

I am indebted to Miss Dora Jones for a drawing of this (as well as a sketch of the
tall cross close to which it stands in the churchyard of Llanbadarn Vawr, near the south-
west entrance into the churchyard, and not far from the great entrance porch of the
church). The Rev. Mr. Morris also sent me rubbings of both stones. This stone, rudely
formed into the shape of a cross, stands 8 feet 6 inches out of the ground, the arms of the
cross being 2 feet 6 inches wide, the upper part of the top sloping obliquely. The outline
of the crgss is formed by incised lines parallel with the outer edge of the cruciform stone,
the lower limb having two semicircular lines similarly impressed.

After the Lampeter Meeting of the Cambrian Archmological Association in August,
1878, I visited these stones, of which I made sketches and rubbings which have assisted
me in preparing the accompanying figures.

There is likewise a large upright stone, with the top broken, standing in the middle
of the village.

PLATE LXIX. Fie. 5.
THE CROSSED STONE AT LLANGWYRYVON.

We are indebted to Sir S. R. Meyrick for the only representation hitherto published
(Cardiganshire, Plate VII. fig. 5) of an ancient monumental stone in the churchyard of
Llangwyryvon, 8 miles south-east from Aberystwith, bearing on its upper part the
representation of an ornamental cross of a very peculiar character sculptured upon it
without any inscription. It is here copied from Sir R. S. Meyrick’s figure, and is, or at
least was in his time, used as a gate-post.

It may be mentioned that the font of this church is a wooden one.

PLATE LXXI. Fie. 4.
THE TROED-RHIW-FERGAM STONE.

I am indebted to the Rev. B. Williams of Cwmdwr, Llandovery, for the accompanying
figure and note of a stone lately discovered in the parish of Llandugwd, Cardiganshire, in
which are various early remains, such as barrows and an enclosed camp. On the front
upper edge of the stone are certain rectangular notches, occasionally continued on the flat
upper surface; and on the middle of the front of the stone are two holes used for hinges.
The marks on the angles hardly appear to be Ogham characters.



